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BOOK REVIEWS 

TAPESTRIES, THEIR ORIGIN, 
HISTORY AND RENAISSANCE, BY 
GEORGE LELAND HUNTER. Four hun- 
dred and fifty pages with four illustrations in 
color and 147 half-tone engravings. John Lane 
Company, New York and London, Publishers. 
Price $5.00, postage 25 cents. 

Within the past few years there has 
been a remarkable renaissance of tapes- 
tries. Not only has interest in this 
charming form of art been rekindled, but 
discriminating appreciation has been so 
revived that for rare pieces sharp com- 
petition has been instituted and prices 
have mounted to fabulous heights. It 
behooves not merely the collector and 
dilettante to be informed upon the sub- 
ject, but all who would keep abreast of 
the times. Mr. Hunter's book, the first 
authoritative work in English to be pub- 
lished on this subject, is therefore spe- 
cially welcome, and it will be found to 
admirably meet the demand. It is 
written from the standpoint of the en- 
thusiast and the scholar, and contains a 
vast amount of valuable information, set 
forth in orderly sequence and agreeable 
manner. This book on "Tapestries" 
makes engaging reading, and may be ac- 
cepted as an authoritative reference. To 
all lovers of art it is most heartily 
commended. 



DANCING AND DANCERS OF TO- 
DAY. BY CAROLINE AND CHARLES 
H. CAFFIN. Dodd, Mead and Company, 
New York, Publishers. Price $4.00 net. 

The fact that in America to-day we 
have awakened to the consciousness that 
dancing is an expression of pure art is 
given as the raison d'etre for this de- 
lightful book, written both thoughtfully 
and most pleasantly by Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles H. Caffin. From first to last 
the spirit of this work is optimistic, and 
if occasionally the authors may seem a 
little advanced in their theories they 
will always be found to uphold high 
ideals. They declare that "beauty for 
the sake of beauty, no longer the cult 
of the few, is becoming the heritage of 
the many." They show how dancing 



is instinctive, and why it is worthy 
of consideration among the higher ex- 
pressional arts. It is not, they claim, 
only "in its highest and most artistic 
form that the dance is a source of de- 
light, but it is and always has been pre- 
eminently a source of delight for all the 
people." All this, which deals abstractly 
with the re-discovered art, is given 
very properly in the introduction and is 
followed by chapters on the origin of 
the dance, on the art of Isadora Dun- 
can, Maud Allan, Ruth St. Denis and 
other well-known dancers who have done 
much in this country toward not only 
reviving interest in dancing, but in re- 
storing it to a high place in the esti- 
mate of thoughtful and critical persons. 
The evolution of the ballet, the Russian 
Dance Drama and Eccentric Court and 
Folk Dances are each given separate 
chapters, and the art of Adeline Genee, 
Mordkin, Pavlowa, Sacchetto and Grete 
Weisenthal as well as that of the three 
previously mentioned is considered care- 
fully and at length. The work is timely 
and significant and should command a 
wide reading. 



CHATS ON OLD JEWELRY AND 
TRINKETS. BY MACIVER PERCIVAL. 
Frederic A. Stokes Company, New York, Pub- 
lishers. 

This little book, the author tells us, 
has been written "mainly for minor col- 
lectors — those who love old things but 
cannot afford to pay large prices for 
them." It will prove of interest and 
value, however, to craftsmen as well. It 
contains many plates illustrating repre- 
sentative examples of old jewelry. 
Beginning with the jewelry of the an- 
cients, it makes mention of that of the 
middle ages and Renaissance, before 
dealing at length with specific varieties 
such as brooches, rings, buckles, etc. 
An interesting record is made of jewel- 
ry represented by the old masters as 
worn by those whose portraits they 
painted. The fact that many of the 
great painters began their careers as 
skilled goldsmiths is also brought to at- 
tention. 



